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A NOTE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 Our school, like many other schools in the district has seen a recent spike in 
incidents involving students vaping.  We take this issue very seriously due to the 
negative health effects vaping can have on our students and often find that our 
parents are not aware of the risks around vaping. This increase in vaping prompted 
us to do more research and we wanted to share our findings with you.  We have 
also been informed that students are able to purchase vape pens at the convenient 
store across the street from the school. Please talk to your children and be aware of 
their belongings.   

 Enclosed is an open letter to parents about vaping/e-cigarettes, Quick-Facts on the 
Risks of vaping and a Tip Sheet for Parents on E-cigarettes.  We will give a school
-wide orientation to students on the negative effects of vaping, this week. 

        Principal:  Valerie Newton 

Hello Burnett Family! 

 

  

 17th—Hallie Zietlow   27th—Katoyna Thomas 

 21st—Blake Sieber   31st—Carolina Angulo Gonzalez 

      

 



 

 

Thank you Ms. Gregory, Reading Coach for creating Monthly Incentives for students who earn 75% or higher on 
8 or more Achieve3000 Activities!        

Athletics w/Dr. Brooks, APA 

First Day of Practice:  TUESDAY March 9, 2021 

Basketball Game Schedule 

All games begin at 6:00 p.m. except for Monday’s, games begin at 5:30 p.m.  

Girls play first followed by Boys  Championships May 3, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literacy Lane 

Reading Stamina-ability to focus 
and read independently for long-
ish periods of time without being 
distracted or distracting others.  

Tips for teachers/parents: 

• Read to yourself and someone else 

• Listen to others read 

• Choose “just right” books 

• Set goals & celebrate progress! 

                                           
 

 

  

Date Schools Admininstrator Week 

TUES March 30 Burnett @ Marshall Schlarbaum 
Week 1 

TUES April 6 Home Tomlin @ Burnett Brooks 
Week 2 

MON April 12 Home (5:30pm) Turkey Creek @ Burnett Newton 
Week 3 

WED April 21 Burnett @ Jennings Brooks 
Week 4 

WED April 28 Burnett @ Mulrennan Schlarbaum Week 5 

Curriculum/Learning w/Mrs. Schlarbaum, APC 

Congratulations last month’s 

Achieve3000 winners! 
 

Jordan Hill 

Isabel Marsh 

Tyler Lucas 

Keesan Gosa 

Heily Ruiz-Valdez 

Rivaldo Carmoa 

Alejandro Rodriguez 

Jayden Caceras 

Student Council 

The Leukemia & Lymphoma Socie-
ty’s (LLS) Hero Squad Program is 
working with thousands of schools 
across the country to raise funds 
for blood cancer research and pa-
tient support services. Our school 
has partnered with LLS to take on 
the mission of ending cancer once 

and for all. Here is the link to your 
school fundraising page:  

https://events.lls.org/pages/sun/
GordonBurnettMiddleSchool-2021 

March (Women’s Month) Quote    
Being powerful is like being a Lady. If 
you have to tell people that you are, 

you aren’t. 

Margaret Thatcher 





School Board 

Melissa Snively, Chair 

Steve P. Cona III, Vice Chair 

Lynn L. Gray 

Stacy A. Hahn, PhD 

Karen Perez 

Tamera Shamburger 

Cindy Stuart 

Superintendent of Schools 

Addison Davis 

 

 

Principal 

Valerie C. Newton 

Burnett Middle School 

“Together We Grow” 

March 1, 2021 

Dear Parent, 

Our school, similar to many other schools in Hillsborough County, has seen a recent spike in inci-
dents involving student vaping. Complicating this issue is that there is varying information and misun-
derstandings involving vaping and/or electronic cigarettes. The purpose of this letter is to inform you 
of the issue, give you resources if you feel your child is involved in this kind of behavior, as well as 
alert you to possible repercussions if your child engages in vaping on school property. We take this is-
sue very seriously due to the negative health effects vaping can have on our students and often find 
that our parents are not always aware of the risks around vaping. The increase in vaping prompted us 
to do more research and we want to share our findings with you.  

Vaping is the act of inhaling a vapor produced by an electronic vaporizer or e-cigarette. The va-
por can contain nicotine and other substances which is concerning. The liquids that are vaporized come 
in many different flavors and might even smell fruity. For example, many of the flavors of these liquid 
concentrates, or ‘vape juices’, are sweet and even have names such as bubblegum and lemonade. Va-
porizers/e-cigarettes come in all different shapes. Some common styles we see look like a thick pen, a 
stylus for an iPad, a flash drive, or a small flask with a round chimney coming off the top. The devices 
are very small and can easily be hidden on a person or blend in with normal backpack items.  

Like cigarettes, stores cannot sell vaping items to people under the age of 18. However, stu-
dents report that they purchase the devices online or buy from older siblings, friends, or unfortunately 
even parents. Some have also reported to purchasing them at the convenient store just across the 
street from Burnett Middle School.  

When student’s vape at school it can be due to an addiction to nicotine they have developed, a 
peer pressure issue, or they are simply curious and want to try it out. In any case, spending excessive 
time out of class is heavily correlated to lower grades and understanding of material. Additionally, 
vaping on school grounds negatively impacts students and staff who do not want to be exposed to or 
breathe in vapor.  

Vaping is prohibited by the Hillsborough Public Schools’ Student Handbook, which all students 
and parents/guardians sign off on to acknowledge their understanding of the rules and behavioral ex-
pectations at our schools. While we try to proactively educate to prevent any incidents, there will be 
consequences if a student vapes on school property. The consequences for vaping can include deten-
tion(s), suspensions(s), phone calls home, confiscation of the vaping device, and possible police 
involvement.  Please consider having a conversation with your child today about this important issue. 
“Together we “Grow and we can all work towards a healthy future for our youth. Thank you for your 
continued support of our school. 

 

Sincerely, 

Valerie Newton,  

Principal 



If your teen vapes or uses e-cigarettes and experiences coughing, shortness of 
breath, chest pain, nausea or fatigue, they should see a doctor immediately.  

 
• Talk with your child or teen about vaping. Find the right moment: Rather than saying, 

“we need to talk,” you might ask your teen what they think about vaping, or about ad-
vertisements for e-cigarettes on the internet or in your community.  

• Read the facts at https://e-cigarettes.surgeongeneral.gov/. A parent tip sheet is availa-
ble at http://bit.ly/2lXWOcJ.  

• If you are concerned that your teen is vaping, connect with a parent helpline specialist 
(bilingual in English and Spanish) by calling 1-855-DRUGFREE, visiting drugfree.org/
helpline, or texting a question to 55753.  

 

 

 

 

 

Some are Hidden in Plain Sight 

http://bit.ly/2lXWOcJ

